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House members assemble in the Capitol as the 94th Congress opens. Alter Speaker Carl Albert took the oath of office, he swore in all other members en masse. 



House Kills Security Panel as Congress Opens 



Democra|;ic3Iajority Wins Easily 

By Richard L.^yons"^ ' HISC. But some Republicans 



Senate Convenes Amid Disputes' 



'Washintton Post Staff Writer 

The House Interaal Security Com- 
mittee, bane ol civil libertarians for 
nearly 30 years, died yesterday as the 
new 291-144 Democratic majority 
easily won the first fight at the open- 
ing session of the 94th Congress. 

A provision transferring the com- 
mittee was contained in a lengthy 
resolution listing House rules for the 
new Congress. 

There was no direct role on abolish- 
ing HISC, fonnerly known as the 
House Un-American Activities Comr 
mittee (HUAC). The key vote on a 
motion to open the resolution to 
amendments was defeated, 247 to 172. 
.All 143 Republicans present voted to 
permit amendments, which would 
have included an attempt to retain 



favored 

its abolition and were voting instead 
to consider other rules changes, in- 
cluding opening House sessions to 
television. 

The first attempt to abolish HUAC. 
on grounds it tramrpled on civil liber- 
ties, was supported by only six votes 

in 1961. 

Other rules changes adopted earlier 
by the caucus of all House Democrats 
undid two actions taken by the House 
last year. One change approved yes- 
terday modified the total ban on 
proxy voting in committees by ab- 
sent members, permitting it under 
certain conditions. Rep. Bill Frenzcl 
(R-Minn.) protested that another 
change reduced the Republicans’ 
guarantee of one-third of the funds 

See HOUSE, A2, Col. 3 



By Spencer Rich 

Washington Post Staff Writw 

The Senate convened for the 
94th Congress yesterday amid dis- 
putes over the contested New 
Hampshire seat, the probe of CIA 
spying on civilians, the filibuster 
rule and a demand that all com- 
mittee sessions be opened to the 
public. 

Republicans, meeting just before 
the Senate officially opened, elect- 
ed conservative Carl T. Curtis 
(Neb.) over Jacob K. Javits (N.Y.) 
as chairman of the caucus of all 
GOP senators. 

Javits said the Republicans need- 
ed a bigger infusion of liberals and 
moderates In their leadership, but 
Curtis whipped him, 23 to 14. A 
38th GOP senator, Charles H. 
Percy (111.), was absent on a for- 



eign tour, and a 39th potential Re- 
publican senator, Louis C. Wyman, 
didn’t vole because of the Demo- 
crats* chafienge to his right to the 
New Hampshire seat. 

Wyman, ’after a stale recount 
that he lost and an api>eal to the 
state Ballot Law Commission that 
he won, was declared New Hamp- 
shire victor by two votes. But his 
Democratic opponent, John A. Dur- 
kin, appealed to the Senate to bar 
seating him until the Senate Rules 
Committee has reviewed the 400 
ballots which tlie state commission 
examined in overturning what had 
appeared to be a Durkin recount 
win. 

Yesterday, Majority Leader Mike 
Mansfield (D-Mont.) proposed that 
the Senate decline to seat either man 

See SENATE, A2, Col 6 




Viet Fighting 
Near Peak 
Since Truce 

Prom News Dispatches 

Fighting in South Vietnam 
mounted yesterday to one of 
the highest levels since the 
cease-fire agreement two 



Soviets Reject 
Trade Terms, 
Void ’72 Pact 

By Marilyn Berger 

Washlnstca Port SUlf Writer 

The Soviet Union has re 
jected the terms under whic 
the United States offerei 
equal tariff treatment and ha 
Ihformed Washington that tb 
trade agreement that was ir 
strumental in inauguratin; 
detente in 1972 is null ant 
void. 

Secretary of State Henry A 
Kissinger told reporters yes 
terday Uiat the Soviet govern 
ment “states that it does no 
intend to accept a trade statu 
that is discriminatory and sufc 
ject to political condition 
and, accordingly, that it wil 
not put into force the 197 
trade agreement.” 

Moscow’s action is in rc 
sponse to the terms of th 
trade bill that President For 
signed Jan. 3. It requires 
finding that any country n 
ceivlng most - favored • natio: 
tariffs permits free emign 
tion of its citizens. The Rus 
sians were also angered b; 
the congress! onally imposet 
ceiling of $300 million over i 
four-year period on credits t< 
the Soviet Union. 

Kissinger smd that the So 
viets had “Informed us that i 
statements were made by the 

Qtofoc in iHo forrnc 






House Security Panel Killed 
As 94th Congress Convenes 



HOUSE, From A1 

for committee staffing to 
about one-flth. 

Republicans criticized 
Democrats for repealing in • 
their closed caucus actions 
that the House adopted in 
the open last year. They pro- 
tested that the minority 
should have some "input” in 
decisions on House proce- 
dures. Rep. John B. Ander- 
son (R-Ul.), chairman of the 
Republican conference, de- 
nounced the Democratic ac- 
tion barring amendments as 
the "wantonness of power.” 

But after one hour of de- 
bate. Democrats with their 
2-to-l majority in the House 
adopted their rules by a 
vote of 259 to 150. 

Earlier, in a typical open- 
ing ceremony, the new 
House was called to order at 
noon with its clerk. W. Pal 
Jennings, presiding, because 
none of the 435 member- 
elect had yet taken the oath 
of office. Thanks to a House 
rule permitting members to 
take their children up to the 
age of 14 onto the floor, 
there appeared more kids 
than members. Many Demo- 
cratic congressmen had to 
stand in the rear as the roll 
was called. 

Carl Albert of Oklahoma 
was predictably re-ele<A:ed 
Speaker over Minority 
Leader John J. Rhodes (R- 
Ariz.) and pledged his best 
efforts for quick action on 
legislation to cure the na- 
tion’s economic ills. 



The party-line vote was 
287 to 143. 

The two candidates didn’t 
vote and three members 
were absent. Rep. Dawson 
Mathis (D-Ga.) was attend- 
ing the inaugural of his 
state's new Democratic gov- 
ernor. Rep. Bill Nichols (D- 
Ala.) was making a long- 
planned speech in a new 
bur D. Mills (D-Ark.) was 
part of his district. Rep. Wil- 
hospitalized at the Bethesda 
Naval Medical Center, 
where his friend, Rep. Joe 
D. Waggonner (D-La.), was 
authorized to administer the 
oath of office. 

Rep. Wright Patman (D- 
Tex.), dean of the House, ad- 
ministered the oath of office 
to Albert who then swore in 
all other members en masse. 

The final steps in organiz- 
ing the House to do business 
are the election of commit- 
tee chairmen, which Demo- 
crats will do in caucus 
Thursday, and the selection 
of ranking minority mem- 
bers on committees by Re- 
publicans next week. 

There has been talk of 
trying to unseat one or more 
senior committee chairmen 
— including Patman of 
Banking, Currency and 
Housing, F. Edward Hebert 
(D-La.) of Armed Services 
and W. R. Poage (D-Tex.) of 
Agriculture. 

Rep. Henry S. Reuss (D- 
Wis.), fourth-ranking mem- 
ber of the Banking Commit- 
tee, who has been consider- 
ing running against Patman, 
aufor weeks, said yesterday 
that if the caucus rejected 



Patman he would be avail- 
able. 

Patman expressed pleas- 
ure that Reuss. after being 
"indecisive for many 
weeks,” had finally m6de up 
his mind. He said Reuss had 
never talked to him about 
why a change was needed. 
Reuss has said he believes 
he is the Itest qualified to 
lead the committee when it 
will playa crucial role in 
will play a crucial role in 
problems. 

The 75 first-term Demo- 
cratic members, having in- 
terviewed committee chair- 
men for four days, will dis- 
cuss today whether they 
should vote as a group 
against any chairman. Also, 
the 13 Democratic freshmen 
assigned to Patman’s com- 
mittee plan to meet with 
him and Reuss separately 
today to ask what treatment 
they could e.\*pcct at tlie bot- 
tom of the committee lad- 
der. 

The only contest among 
Republicans is on the Inte- 
rior Committee. Rep. Sam 
Steiger (R-Aiz.), who led the 
fight against land use and 
strip-raining control bills 
last year, wants to jump 
over Rep. Joe Skubltz (R- 
Kan.) into the position of 
ranking minority member, 
where he would be the chief 
GOP spf^kesman in bargain- 
ing for money and person- 
nel allocation on the com- 
mittee. Steiger conceded 
yesterday that hq has little 
chance to win, taut said com- 
petition is good for the sys- 
tem. 
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• Sen. Walter F. Mondale 
(D-Minn.) laid the ground 
work for a battle, starting 
Friday, over his proposal 
for cutting off filibusters 
by a vote ot three-fifths of 
senators pi*esent and vot- 
ing, instead of the current 
two-thirds. 

• Sen. Lawton Chiles 
(D.-Fla.) and William V. 
Roth (R-Del.) signaled their 
intention to pre.ss for adop- 
tion of open-committee 
rules. Both caucuses will 
meet today on this proposal. 

The decision on how to in- 
vestigate the accusations 
that the CIA has exceeded 
its charter and spied on ci- 
vilians in America may be 
the most significant facing 
the Senate as it geai*s up. 

Mansfield, in an opening 
statement to the caucus, 
made clear he doesn’t want 
a big pack of different com- 
mittees — each with some ex- 
isting claim to oversight 
powers over CIA — conduct- 
ing separate investigations. 
Stennis reportedly argued 
strongly for the rigths ot his 



IK- VI.; was nauieu *»a ac».»c- 
tary of the GOP caucus 
without opposition, and Ted 
Stevens (R-Alaska) won the 



*Jk VliV 

mittee, informal , conservj 
tive GOP counterpart of th 
Wednesday Club. 
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■ can speak French | 

I or Spanish I 

S (or any language for that matter) I 

■ byApril 

■ Classes are forming now, call today 

I ( 202 ) 331-1160 

! BERLITZ 

I 1701 KSt.,N.W.,Wash..D.C. 

B * 4630 Montgomery Ave., Belhesda. Phone: (301) 652-1150 
• 6201 Leesburg Pk., Falls Church. Phone: (703) 534-0100 
I • 5 Charles Plaza. Baltimore, Phone: (301) 752-0767 
■ Translation services and private programs also avaiiaoie. 



